Forward slide maneuver: a new method of advancing the Rotablator system.
In performing coronary rotational ablation, advancing the Rotablator (Heart Technology, Redmond, WA) out of the guiding catheter and through a tortuous, non-compliant vessel to reach the target lesion may be difficult and sometimes impossible without activation of the drive proximal to the target lesion. We report a technique not previously described for advancing the Rotablator to the target lesion before activating the drive by simultaneously advancing the burr control knob (slide) and the Teflon catheter sheath. Ten of 14 burrs (71%) ranging in size from 1.5 to 2.15 mm were successfully advanced in nine of ten (90%) cases in which the burr could not be advanced in the usual fashion (traction on the guidewire while advancing the sheath).